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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDEV, PPOR, AO, NI, US 

SUBJECT: OBASANJO SEEKS US UNDERSTANDING OP PMG POSITION ON 
ANGOLA 

1. CHIEP CHRIS OGUNBANJO, PRESIDENT OP NIGERIAN- AMERICAN CHAMBER 
OP COMMERCE, SOUGHT ME OUT YESTERDAY. HE SAID THAT LAST SUNDAY 
NIGERIAN SUPREME ARMED PORCES COMMANDER BRIGADIER OBASANJO ASKED 
HIM TO STOP BY HIS HOUSE. THE TWO MEN ARE OLD PRIENDS AND 
AND STILL SEE EACH OTHER FROM TIME TO TIME INFORMALLY. OBASANJO 
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GAVE HOM APPROXIMATELY THE POLLOWING MESSAGE. 
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2. QTE YOU HAVE CLOSE RELATIONS WITH THE AMERICANS AND WITH 
AMBASSADOR EASUM. PLEASE TELL THEM HOW IMPORTANT WE BELIEVE IT 
IS THAT THE US UNDERSTAND THE NIGERIAN POSITION ON THE ANGOLAN 
QUESTION. TELL THEM THAT WE ARE SATISEIED WITH THE ASSURANCES 
THE MPLA HAS GIVEN US THAT THEY WILL BE IN NO ONE'S DEBT IE THEY 
TAKE OVER IN ANGOLA. WE ARE LESS OPTIMISTIC REGARDING THE FNLA- 
UNITA RELATIONSHIP WITH SOUTH AERICA. UNQTE. 

3. OGUNBANJO SAID HE HAD WANTED TO RELAY THIS MESSAGE MORE 
PROMPTLY BUT KNEW I WAS VISITNG NORTHERN STATE CAPITALS. 

4. COMMENT: THIS IS ANOTHER INDICATION THAT (A) FMG DECISION 
RECOGNIZE MPLA MAY REMAIN CONTROVERSIAL WITHIN INNER CIRCLE OF 
FMG, AND (B) FMG UNCOMFORTABLE CONCERNING DIFEERENCES BETWEEN 
US AND NIGERIA ON THIS ISSUE. 

EASUM 
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